Lapland 2011

We will visit the Siida
museum in Inari to gain
more insight into the
lives and culture of the
Sámi. Siida means the
“extended family” which
has a unique meaning for
the culture of a nomadic people. Whilst in Inari there will be
opportunities to take a day’s felt-making course in the
Lemmenjoki area, a day that includes a river trip and gold
panning, or you may like to walk on the “fells”, or go fishing on
Lake Inari, or to just relax. (some opportunities need to be
booked in advance and are not included in the course)

Returning to the Kemijärvi Culture and Sculpture Foundation we
will continue to develop our experiences in different media
Also during this time at Kemijärvi there will be opportunities to
study the rich bird life of the taiga, to collect stones from an
amethyst mine, or to learn about the Northern Lights - Aurora
Borealis. Make sure you bring binoculars and cameras for these
events. (some opportunities need to be booked in advance and
are not included in the costs of the course)
n

For those who are interested and who feel the energy of the
wilderness has offered something profound, there will be the
opportunity to take part in personal coaching for creativity, using
the landscape and Wild Intelligence Coaching. This can support
you in personal, creative or career changes or developments.
(some opportunities need to be booked in advance and are not
included in the costs of the course)

n Our final evening will be an opportunity to celebrate our journey
with delicious traditional local cuisine as we view paintings or
watch the fire transform our clay responses to the experiences

Accommodation will be
in traditional Lapland log
cabins or hotels. More
details to follow. Please
contact me for any special
dietary needs

Wild Intelligence
is offering unique and inspirational environmental creativity
courses for the summer of 2011 in the Arctic Circle.

This is a magical wilderness landscape, vast and overwhelming
and to create paintings, ceramics, land art, or work in other
media here is unforgettable

The two courses in May and September in Lapland are a chance to
respond to experiences of wilderness that combine the development
of sensory awareness and immersion in the landscape, with the
perspective of a deep rooted indigenous culture.

We will be in an environment that has immense presence, and
our quest is to find ways to express its place in our lives, and
our lives in its presence.

May 21st - 28th & 29th - June 4th
In May, the spring period begins with the last snow of the
winter still on the hills, cascading, swelling rivers and nature
coming to life, with daylight hours increasing by the day and dramatic
changes taking place in the scenery. Wildlife is all around and
encounters with many bird species, such as Three-toed Woodpecker,
Waxwing, Pied Flycatcher and Siberian Jay are not uncommon.

An abundance of other arctic animals are
also in evidence – reindeer, red squirrels
and the arctic hare all inhabit the area
surrounding our accommodation.
In this course the quest will be to
explore the landscape through its
materials, and we will also look for
inspiration to the ancient 6,000 year old
Pit-Comb culture. We will also visit the
wood sculpture collections at Kemijärvi
and visit local crafts people.

September 3rd - 10th & 11th - 17th
In September the landscape transforms in the period of ‘Ruska’
when the trees and shrubs turn to glorious bright yellow and red –
an autumn festival of rich colour celebrating the end of another
fertile season, and heralding the time to prepare once again for the
long and unforgiving winter. Soon the sun will disappear beneath
the horizon and the light will go, only to be replaced by moonlight
reflected on the snow and the magical dance of the Northern Lights.

The energy of the colour is about very close chromatic, tonal
and textural combinations set against completely contrasting
ones ... so all the subtle yellows, pinks and ochres of birch and
aspen are set in dark woods of deep greens, blacks, blue
greys. These are then, surprisingly, poised above a carpet of
wine, purple and the maroons of bilberry leaves! Walking in a
wood is like being bathed in different glowing lights, luminous
and ethereal... your energy seems to change, your senses
open and close, you can even feel light headed.

The courses in September will be
for painting and drawing, colour
and the use of natural materials
in two dimensional work. We will
visit artists in the region and
have tours of exhibitions at
galleries. This would be a good
time for partners who enjoy
photography to join the courses.

n

Our journey begins in the small town of Kemijärvi as guests of the
Kemijärvi Culture and Sculpture Foundation. From here we will
make trips into the nearby wilderness forests and rocky ridges to
learn about sensory awareness development, merging with a
landscape, the development of experiences and languages to
express them. We will be drawing, writing, using movement,
colour and canvas, clay, photography, and found materials and
objects to learn and express the language of the wilderness. You
will be taught skills in a variety of media, from pastel, oil and
acrylic paint, charcoal, clay, etc. Throughout the courses you will
be guided empathetically in your creative work, and supported in
whatever way possible.

After two days our journey takes us north to Saariselka, where we
meet native Sámi who will introduce us to the lives of the reindeer
herders, a people whose culture, knowledge and wisdom have
grown from their relationship to the land, and to whom the
wilderness is home. Here we will also meet a traditional healer and
hear“joiku” singing.
“ We will go to our wilderness place Hukkamaa. During the day my
mother, Armi will do drumming for half an hour to help relax
people and find the way to their own minds.
Also, for one night it will be good to overnight one “extreme
night”, to enjoy the
experience of
quietness in the
wilderness. A guide will
overnight there with
the group - to be
taking care of fire,
food and sauna”

The aim of the holidays is to fully experience the wilderness
of the Arctic summer – a beautiful, haunting and at times
hostile landscape. Creativity gives us a special means of
doing this, and we will also endeavour to learn something of
the values of the indigenous reindeer herding Sámi. One of
the main principles of Sámi cultural policy is to preserve
strong links to their traditional values while adapting to new
developments. Their settlements and seasonal movements
are based on an ecological adaptation to the naturally
abundant resources available at any one time. Current
concern over increasing environmental and ecological
change worldwide has meant that there is greater interest in
the relationship indigenous people have to their lands. In
turn this raises questions not only about our own physical
relationship to the land, but our cultural, social and spiritual
ones too.
“With Jonathan as the journeyman we were plunged into connecting with a beautiful, haunting,
hostile landscape in a completely new way.“

Jo Hallington (photographer)

“Having experienced a difficult space in my life and creativity, Jonathan patiently guided me
through, using his tremendous source of empathic and intuitive knowledge. His understanding
as an artist is immense and his sensitivity and ability to adapt to the material and the people he
is working with a gift." Richenda Macgregor, Totnes, Devon.

“Thank you for witnessing and enabling a pivotal moment in my growth. Life is full and rich and
I’m so glad I contacted you”. D.K - (Wild Intelligence Coaching)

The numbers will be limited to 9 people per course. For
more information or to be on the mailing list please email
me at info@wildintelligence.co.uk with ‘Lapland 2011’ in the
subject line

Jonathan Middlemiss
19B High Street, Tring,
Herts, HP23 5AH

Tel 07814511606

www.wildintelligence.co.uk www.middlemissart.com

